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Naples and 7™ ISUFItaly
International Conference

ISUF Italy decided to hold its 71 International Conference in
Naples, hosted by the Department of Architecture at the
University of Naples “Federico II". The topic, City Renewal and
Urban Archaeology. The Morphological Value of City Traces,
has prompted a wide-ranging reflection on the role that fraces
— material but perhaps also immaterial - accumulated over time
can play in the processes of interpretation, conservation and
transformation of the contemporary city, understood as a space
in which the various layers of history coexist and overlap.

The choice of this topic originates from the awareness that the
challenges posed by our times — in which cities and territories
are undergoing rapid and profound fransformations driven by
environmental, economic and social dynamics that are often
indifferent to the values of the urban form — cannot be addressed
exclusively through approaches focused on technological
innovation, functional efficiency and the speed of intervention
processes. Rather, they require a renewed focus on the
historical and morphological complexity of urban and territorial
contexts, reaffirming the value of a fradition of study fo which
ltalian research has made theorefical and methodological
contributions of the highest importance throughout the 20"
century, and which regards the city as a complex historical
organism, whose significance also lies in the capacity of its forms
to preserve, transmit and reinterpret over tfime the traces of the
fransformations that have shaped its structure.

In this sense, discussing the Morphological Value of City Traces
has meant not only addressing material remains of the past to
be protected for their ‘documentary’ value, but interpreting such
evidences as active elements in the construction of urban forms,
whose ‘monumental’ value — that is, their formal value — should
often be revealed through the project. The nofion of ‘trace’ has
proved, intherichness and variety of the contributions presented, to
be a particularly fruitful interpretative category within the different
theoretical and methodological approaches that characterise
the field of urban morphology studies foday. Road alignments that
survive functional changes, land divisions that continue to guide
the organisation of the built environment, typological confinuities,
settlement systems that maintain  recognisable  structural
relationships with geographical forms, spatial configurations and
relationships between the built environment and open space that



help define the identity of places were just some of the themes
addressed during the conference.

The relationship between City Renewal and Urban Archaeology
played a cenfral role in the debate that unfolded over the three
days of the conference. Whilst, on the one hand, the reference to
urban archaeology was not interpreted exclusively in a disciplinary
sense but was adopted as a thinking paradigm capable of
guiding a stratigraphic reading of the city — in which the various
temporalities that accompanied its formation emerge as essential
components of its current structure — on the other hand, particular
attention was devoted to the role of architectural and urban
design in engaging with such legacies.

As the archaeologist Andreina Ricci observed, when fragments of
the past emerge within the contemporary city, they often produce
a sort of ‘wound’, as their morphological structure conflicts with
the systems of order of the city on the surface. Furthermore, it is
not uncommon that these remains do not appear because they
are ‘sought’ through excavation, but resurface suddenly during
infrastructure works, natural disasters or urban regeneration
processes. In this sense, urban archaeology poses a question
to the project that is as complex as it is urgent, concerning the
composition of spatial systems belonging o different temporalities
that are sometimes mutually in conflict. Precisely from this
perspective, one of the most original aspects to emerge from
the conference concerns the role attributed to the architectural
project as a tool for knowledge and interpretation, as well as for
the fransformation, of the stratified city. Far from being regarded
as a subsequent and separate phase from morphological and
archaeological analysis, design was frequently presented in the
papers as a critical fool capable of revealing latent relationships,
recognising hidden continuities and constructing new forms of
dialogue between different temporalities. Urban traces, in fact,
never present themselves as mere objective data to be recorded
or preserved but require an interpretatfive process that grasps
their meaning within the city’s overall structure. In this process, the
project plays an essentialrole: it not only protects orenhances what
remains but re-situates it within new systems of spatial relations that
represent shared values. In this sense, the project does not take
the form of an act of superimposition upon the existing but proves
tfo be a practice of crifical interpretation of duration, capable
of transforming urban memory into an active resource for the
construction of the city of the future.

The choice of Naples as the venue for the conference has lent
further significance to these reflections. Few European cities, in
fact, demonstrate with equal clarity the depth of the stratifications
that characterise the relationship between urban form and
history. From the Greek-Roman city to the processes of modern
and confemporary expansion, Naples offers an emblematic
example of how the fraces of the past continue to operate within
current urban configurations, influencing their spatial organisation,
seftflement dynamics and possibilities for transformation. In this
sense, the city represented not only the physical venue of the

conference, but also a significant cultural reference.
Theresponse from the academic community hasbeen particularly
significant. The proceedings bring together 182 papers, organised
into the conference’s three main thematic areas — Theory,
Reading and Design — and their respective sub-sections, offering
a comprehensive overview of the current state of research on
urban form and the relationships between urban archaeology,
morphology and design. The conference also confimed the
international dimension of the academic community associated
with ISUF. Although the event was organised as part of ISUFItaly’s
activities, alongside the participation of scholars from numerous
[talian universities, the volume brings fogether contributions
developed within European and non-European contfexts,
demonstrating the network’s ability to connect different research
experiences, cultural traditions and geographical contexts
around a shared reflection on urban form.

We enfrust these Proceedings to the academic community in the
hope that the reflections gathered here may help to stimulate
furtherresearch into the morphological value of urban traces and
their role in urban renewal processes. At a time in history when
the pressure for change appears ever more intense, recognising
and interpreting the forms of permanence represents not merely
an exercise in knowledge, but an essential condition for building
fransformations capable of combining memory, identity and a
responsible vision of the future.

The Conference Chairs
Giuseppe Strappa
Renato Capozzi
Federica Visconti



Urban Archaeology and Design

In recent years, the relationship between urban archaeology,
urban morphology and contemporary design has returned to the
center of infernational architectural debate. At a stage where
the project mainly engages with the existing city — with its layered
structures, permanences, and discontfinuities — the material
traces of the past no longer appear merely as testimonies to
be preserved, but as active components through which the
transformative possibilities of the contemporary city may be
critically interpreted.

It is within this framework that the seventh ISUFItaly Conference,
City Renewal and Urban Archaeology. The Morphological Value
of City Traces, takes place, focusing on the morphological value
of urban traces and on the role that archaeology and design
may assume within processes of urban renewal. The proceedings
collect contributions from different disciplinary, geographical,
and cultural fields, united by a shared attempft to interpret the
city as a complex organism shaped by permanences, fractures,
superimpositions, and rewritings.

As Aldo Rossi wrote, “the city is inits history”, and its form coincides
with the sedimentation of urban facts capable of fraversing
time and constructing permanences within  transformation.
From this perspective, archaeological fraces are not merely
residual materials belonging to concluded historical epochs,
but elements capable of orienting new interpretations of urban
structure, revealing deep continuities between the ancient and
the contemporary city.

In this sense, the reference to urban archaeology takes on a
central meaning. Not as a practice aimed at the enhancement
of the individual artifact or of one historical phase prevailing over
another, but as a design-oriented gaze directed toward the urban
phenomenon as a whole, understood through the confinuity of
its fransformations and stratifications. The city is thus interpreted
as a processual organism, in which different temporalities coexist
within a single evolutionary process, making archaeology not a
separate field, but a structural component of reflection on the
design of the existing city.

Many of the conftributions included in the volume emphasize
on the layered and processual nature of the city, on the
dialectic between void and built form, between surfacing
and concealment, between fragment and urban order. What
emerges are readings that interpret ruins, substructures, historical
infrastructures, ancient traces, and typological permanences



as matrices capable of generating new spatial configurations
and new social relationships. The archaeological city is therefore
understood not as a specialist enclave detached from urban
life, but as an integral part of an inhabited and continuously re-
signified environment. The archaeological issue, approached in
terms of continuity rather than as the mere enhancement of the
isolated fragment, may thus become an opportunity to orient
directions of urban development capable of working through
relationships between parts, structural permanences, and
connections among different temporalities of the city, opposing
logics of isolation and separation of urban materials.

Within this framework, the morphological issue takes on a central
role. Itis not simply a matter of recognizing the persistence of forms
over time, but of understanding the processes through which
such forms are transformed, reinterpreted, and reactivated. The
morphological approach, recalled transversally in many of the
studies collected in the volume, does not coincide with a static
description of the city; rather, it constitutes an interpretative
method capable of reading the relationships between settlement
structure, topography, use, temporality, and transformation.
Urban morphology thus becomes both a critical and a design
tool: it allows latent continuities, resistant geometries, structural
permanences, and evolutionary possibilities within historical and
contemporary fabrics to be identified.

Research developed within the Italian typomorphological school
has shown, in this regard, how the city may be interpreted as an
organism in confinuous fransformation, within which typological
processes do not constitute stafic elements but structures capable
of adaptation, mutation, and permanence. Urban form therefore
appears as the outcome of multiple and overlapping layers, in
which erosion and deposition, continuity and fracture, absence
and recomposition coexist within the same transformative dynamic.
The contemporary city thus emerges as a complex morphological
structure in which different temporalities coexist in condifions of
reciprocal interference. Michel Foucault recalled how history
does not proceed through linear sequences, but through “series
of discontinuous depths”, while Michel Serres described time as a
“lacunary and sporadic” matter, composed of returns, suspensions,
and accelerations. Urban traces therefore do not appear as fixed
or completed elements, but as unstable materials confinuously
exposed to processes of fransformation, reuse, and re-signification.
Many of the confributions in the volume move precisely within
this tension: between memory and design, permanence and
mutation, confinuity and discontinuity. The nofion of the “frace”
is continuously redefined: no longer a simple material residue, but
an ordering principle, a latent figure, an invisible infrastructure,
threshold, margin, urban void. In some cases, the trace guides
processes of urban recomposition; in others, it acts as an element
of resistance or as an opportunity to redefine the relationship
between the consolidated city, landscape, and public space.
Through this plurality of positions, the proceedings convey an
image of the contemporary city as an intrinsically stratified and

relational reality, in which architectural and urban design are
called upon fo engage not with not isolated objects, but with
complex systems of permanences and transformations. Urban
archaeology is thus removed both from a purely specialist
dimension, confined to archaeological expertise alone, and from
an exclusively technical one, to be relocated within a broader
reflection on the social and spatial meaning of design.

As Vittorio Gregoftti recalled, conservation without design risks
becoming a form of immobilization of reality; on the confrary,
design may restore an operative dimension to archaeological
fraces by reinserting them info the living processes of the city.
What emerges is therefore an idea of design as an interpretative
and processual practice, capable of operating through
relationships between different fimes, between surfaces and
subsoil conditions, between memory and contemporary use,
between lost fragments and new forms of urban continuity.

In this sense, urban archaeology is not interpreted as a practice
aimed af the simple conservation of the past, but as an integrall
part of a design reflection on the existing city, on its processes
of transformation and on the continuities that can still be built
between different urban temporalities and strata.

Bruna Di Palma

Francesca Coppolino
Valeria Defilippis

Salvatore Daniele Lombardi
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Call and organization

City Renewal and Urban Archaeology
The Morphological Value of City Traces

ISUFitaly, International Seminar on Urban Form, Italian Network,
organizes its seventh Conference in Naples on 19-21 February 2026.
The theme of the conference is “City Renewal and Urban
Archaeology. The Morphological Value of City Traces”. Following
the previous ISUFitaly conferences themes, dealing mainly
with the relationships between urban morphology, history and
architectural design, the seventh Conference aims to pose the
problem of the relationship between the emergence of urban
archaeological traces and the often conspicuous morphological
value that this formal legacy can potentially generate through
urban design as tool to establish links between contemporary city
and artefacts from the past: through the creation of large-scale
urban archaeological parks or the construction of archaeological
roofs; through establishing unprecedented relationship with
infrastructures related to underground level different form those
of the city 'in surface’.

The theme of urban continuity/discontinuity in the contemporary
city and the role of urban architecture as a necessary
infermediary, or condifion of possibilities, between the historical
city, the public space and possible congruent fransformations in
the contemporary age, are thus re-proposed.

The Conference Chairs
Giuseppe Strappa
Renato Capozzi
Federica Visconti
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The City through Its Layers
Design Strategies for the Archaeological Complex
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Abstract. «Urban archaeology fakes as the center of its interest the city itself — the urban phe-
nomenon — rather than any particular period in the city’s history [...]. Cities are the largest
and most complex archaeological sitesy (Biddle, 1983). Building upon this premise, this con-
fribution offers a critical and interpretative reading of the archaeological site par excellence
— the city — focusing on the historic centre of Naples as its primary field of investigation. Owing
to its exfraordinary density of diachronic tfraces and figures, Naples unmistakably stages the
theme of a contemporary «complexityn made intelligible precisely through the persistence of
its millennia-old per strigas urban layout. Within this framework, the confribution departs from
a well-established disciplinary assumption: to look at archaeology through the eyes of archi-
tecture, for, as Auguste Perret succinctly stated, «architecture is what makes ruins beautifub.
By interrogating the «ayers of the cityn through a «sectionaly reading, the paper deve-
lops a design investigation focused on the double insula that houses the archaeologi-
cal complex of Carminiello ai Mannesi — an unresolved node within the Neapolitan pa-
limpsest, whose emergence at the level of the contemporary city demands the broad
perspective of an «urban projecty. A project conceived around a specific interpretation of
the city’s architecture — decoding the relationships among the signs imprinted within the ur-
ban form, opening new connections of meaning between figures and memories of place,
and revealing potentialities of use and form embedded within the characters of the city.

Figure 1. The «double insulan of Carminiello ai Mannesi within the archaeological palimpsest of ancient Neapolis.
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Figure 2. Layers of time and space. The urban life of the site in the history of the city and Its current condition of exclu-

sion and marginality.
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Urban archaeology and architectural design

Urban archaeology distinguishes itself from traditional archaeological practice by taking the city
as its primary object of inquiry. Rather than extracting isolated monuments or organising eviden-
ce according fo discrete historical phases, it addresses the urban phenomenon as a composite
artefact shaped by long-term processes of transformation, accumulation, and erasure. From this
perspective, material fraces from different epochs are understood as coexisting and interacting
components within a stratified urban form. Biddle's assertion that cities are «the largest and most
complex archaeological sitesy is therefore not merely a comment on scale, but a methodological
stance in which urban complexity is interpreted through the relationships among fragments, voids,
infrastructures, and patterns of use (Biddle, 1983).

If the city is conceived as an archaeological artefact, architectural design cannot be regarded as
an external or neutral operation; instead, it becomes an interpretative act embedded within the
palimpsest it seeks to transform. This position entails a dual responsibility: architecture must acknow-
ledge the ireducible differences between temporal layers while resisting the relegation of archa-
eology to a separate domain confined to conservation or spectacle. The central question is not
whether to juxtapose contemporary architecture with archaeology, but how to construct relation-
ships between layers so that ancient remains acquire agency within the present city.

A key implication follows: the project is not merely auxiliary to knowledge production but consti-
futes one of its principal instruments. Interpreting an urban archaeological site requires more than
description; it demands an operation capable of rendering relationships spatially legible. Rossi's
reflections on archaeology reinforce this view, proposing «econstructiornm not as a literal reconsti-
fution of what has been lost, but as a critical re-projection of fragments within a new formal order
(Rossi, 1999). Design thus becomes the medium through which such reconstruction is made public,
franslating interpretation into thresholds, sequences, orientations, and shared ground.

Within this framework, continuity emerges as the central theme. Continuity, however, does not
imply unity or the erasure of temporal distance; rather, it involves the deliberate construction of
interfaces between layers - sites where the city shifts in level, material, and meaning. These infer-
faces are at once spatial and civic, connecting urbs — the physical city of stones and traces — with
civitas, the city of use, practice, and collective life. In this sense, form is not merely the aesthetic
residue of prior decisions, but the locus where cultural memory, tfechnical constraints, and civic
programmes converge. As Zermani observes, «the only design strategy lies in form itself, because
it contains within it every justified element of inspiration and fradition, calculation and technology,
through which form becomes temporarily complete and tangible, inscribing itself within the open
design of time»n (Zermani, 2025, 32). Designing within an archaeological context therefore entails
working with form as a temporal contract: provisional yet accountable, precise yet receptive to
future reinterpretations.

Naples: a city to be read through its section

Naples offers a privieged context for urban archaeology insofar as its palimpsest remains legible
through the persistence of its foundational layout. In the historic centre, the per sfrigas structure —
the dense rhythm of plateiai and stenopoi — contfinues to govern distances, alignments, and parcel
depth. This grid is not a static diagram, but a resilient framework that has absorbed medieval den-
sification, baroque reconfiguration, and modern interruptions while maintaining a recognisable
geometric order. Urban complexity in Naples thus arises not from the dissolution of structure, but
from its capacity to accommodate multiple temporalities within a single framework.

The regularity of the grid is punctuated by exceptions — public spaces, distinctive elements, and
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ruptures that alter the normative pattern. Morphologically, these exceptions are significant as they
create conditions in which collective life becomes manifest. In a compact city, voids are never
neuftral; their scarcity confers heightened urban significance. The ancient centre of Naples is cha-
racterised by an almost contfinuous built fabric, in which even minor openings may function as
urban rooms. Within this dialectic of rule and exception, archaeological sites assume the stafus of
urban issues: a ruin in the centre is not merely a heritage asset, but a latent public space.

The vertical dimension further intensifies this condition. Naples is defined by hypogeal cavities, infra-
structural funnels, and archaeological strata beneath a porous surface city, while elevations and
courtyards generate superposed sequences of collective space. A sectional reading is therefore
not merely representational, but interpretative: it clarifies relationships among layers, revealing di-
splacements between strata, points of divergence, and opportunities to construct thresholds con-
necting disparate temporalities.

Interpretation in this sense necessarily involves comparison. As Celati notes, «to reveal one must
interpret, and fo interpret one must compare motivations that | know with intentions that are ob-
scure to me, reprojecting them as intentions of the othem (Celati, 2001, 208). Reading Naples as
a palimpsest entails precisely this act of re-projection. It does not claim access to the authentic
infentions of past builders but rearticulates fraces in relation fo contemporary concerns such as
accessibility, civic use, legibility of form, and the ethical implications of intervention.

Several architectural artifacts within the city attest to the fact that, until a few centuries ago, con-
temporary architectural design was capable of grounding itself in the recovery, reconfiguration,
and reinterpretation of fragments of the past. The basilica of San Paolo Maggiore incorporates the
ancient Dioscuri femple; the Roman theatre along Via dell’ Anficaglia persists as a fragment em-
bedded within domestic accretions; and the church of Sant’ Aniello a Caponapoli functions as a
container that both protects and displaces the wallls of the Greek city — just fo mention a very few
examples. These are not merely heritage anecdotes, but evidence of a longstanding urban practi-
ce of reconfiguration, reinterpretation, and containment. Contemporary architecture may draw
upon this tradition without idealising it. Or, at the very least, this is the distinctly Italian responsibility
of the culture of design fo which Paolo Zermani calls us back, invoking a re-grounding (reimpianto)
that does not lapse into mere nostalgia (impianto).

Carminiello ai Mannesi: the paradox of invisibility

Precisely within one of the most recognizable stretches of the Hippodamian urban fabric of «Napoli
pitagorican (Bontempelli, 1942) — recognizable in morphological terms, yet also among the most
heavily altered by injudicious postwar reconstructions — the archaeological remains of Carminiello
ai Mannesi unexpectedly came to light following the bombings of 1943.

The double insula that currently incorporates the ruins occupies a strategic position within the urban
layout of Naples, lying at the infersection of the plateia mediana (present-day Via dei Tribunali)
and the cardo maximus (Via Duomo), and marking the origin of a sequence of six «infach insulae.
Taken together, these define an almost perfect golden rectangle, evoking the ancestral principles
of the concinnitas that likely guided the city’s original foundation.

Read in relation to the urban form, the Mannesi archaeological area thus represents an unprece-
dented «void» within the dense fabric of the ancient core and can therefore be interpreted as one
of those valuable public spaces which, by disrupting the customary urban grain, offer themselves
to the contemporary civitas. The collapse of the Church of Santa Maria del Carmine dei Mannesi
in 1943 in fact suddenly revealed a vast archaeological patrimony that had until then been entirely
forgotten. Long concealed beneath the baroque architecture of the church, the uncovered frag-
ments bear uninterrupted withess to many of the historical «layersy fraversed by the city — from the
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Figure 3. Isolation, discontinuity and contamination: three urban conditions defining the archaeological complex,
and a morphological reading that reinterprets the void of the ruins as a public space within the city.

Republican period (1st century BCE) to the eighteenth century — and stage the remarkable density
of coexisting functions that characterized this exceptional site: warehouses, a domus, a bath com-
plex, a mithraeum, and finally the church itself.

Yet the character of absolute singularity that distinguishes this site lies in the condition whereby the
ruins emerge at the very level of the contemporary city. This condition is as extraordinary as it is
paradoxically negated by the tall blind wall that encloses the entire complex, behind which — un-
known to a city that is complicitly silent or simply dormant — the ongoing «profanation» of one of
the most significant testimonies of Neapolis has proceeded unchecked for years.

As occurs with such explicit clarity in no other part of Naples, the ruins — being fortuitously brought
to light by the Second World War bombings — are not confined within a hypogeal excavation, but
instead emerge well above the level of the contemporary city. Thus, where archaeology would
readily offer itself to the gaze of passersby, it is instead rendered mute and invisible — even to a lo-
cal resident who walks daily alongside the site. And where a place of «collective memory» should
naturally arise, there stands instead an emblem of «civic amnesian, which often consigns the city's
public spaces to abandonment and neglect.
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Overlaying these considerations, and theirimmediate character, are the normative directives long
articulated by administrative bodies. There already exists, in other words, an «institutionalized» de-
mand that acknowledges the need to initiate a process of transformation of the area. The Disci-
plina degli Ambiti of the Naples PRG (2004), in particular, prescribes «the organization of a green
space characterized as an archaeological parky, subjecting the area to a PUA and providing for
the «demolition of existing buildings of recent constructiony.

Three urban conditions: isolation, discontinuity, contamination

A design approach to Carminiello ai Mannesi begins by interpreting its existing condition through
three inferrelated categories: isolation, discontinuity, and contamination. These categories do not
function as abstract labels; they describe concrete spatial relations that can be acted upon.
Isolation results from the opaque enclosure, which prevents access and disrupts visual continuity
while obscuring the site’s defining characteristic — the emergence of ruins above the contempo-
rary level.

Discontinuity is expressed by the change in level between the contemporary street and the ar-
chaeological strata. Left untreated, this difference reinforces the perception of archaeology as
belonging tfo a separate world. Interpreted as a resource, however, it can generate a spatial se-
quence that renders time legible through movement. The section thus becomes not only a means
of representation, but a field of design in which thresholds are constructed.

Contamination refers to the site’s adjacency to the dense insula. Unlike archaeological parks set
in open landscapes, Carminiello ai Mannesi is surrounded by a thick urban curtain composed of
housing, courtyards, party walls, and irregular elevations. This proximity is not a mere «obstacley,
but a defining urban condition. The ruin acquires meaning through contrast and dialogue with the
contemporary city.

Together, these three conditions establish a clear agenda: to replace isolation with continuity, to
transform discontinuity intfo a legible sequence, and to reinterpret contamination as a unique ur-
ban background.

Architectural and urban design: from enclave to inhabitable public space

The design hypothesis seeks to transform the archaeological area into a public, continuous urban
space. The objective is fo establish a place that supports everyday practices within the neigh-
bourhood while remaining accessible fo visitors, rather than creating a desfination limited to a
touristic use. Achieving this balance requires negotiating accessibility and protection, legibility and
discretion. Planning frameworks offen treat archaeological areas as spaces requiring separation
—fenced parks, green buffers, or confrolled entry systems. While such measures address conserva-
tion, they frequently reinforce isolation, particularly in dense historic centres where public space is
scarce. This project adopts an alternative approach: instead of distancing the city from the ruins, it
constfructs interfaces that enable engagement without consumption.

The void created by wartime destruction is interpreted not as loss, but as an opportunity to articu-
late a public space within the compact Hippodamian fabric.

Therefore, the programme integrates two complementary dimensions. The first facilitates archa-
eological visitation through a legible sequence across the strata. The second accommodates
non-exclusive uses — spaces for sitting, meeting, and «dwelling» — that do not depend on the logic
of the museum. Memory is thus activated through daily practice rather than confined to guided
narration. Rather than advocating extensive demolition to create an archaeological park (as set
forth in the planning regulations), the project tests the hypothesis that continuity can be achieved
through limited, precise architectural operations. The surrounding fabric is accepted as a con-
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Figure 4. Compositional operations reinforcing the reading of the urban insula, and the architectural design
hypothesis for the reconfiguration of the archaeological site as a public space.

textual background against which the archaeological figure can regain legibility. The focus shifts
from erasure to articulation, from emptying to constructing thresholds. Accordingly, the program-
me comprises a compact set of civic supports: a small café and polyvalent gallery at the archa-
eological level, a bookshop and reception threshold completing the visitation circuit. These uses
diversify tfemporal rhythms and encourage prolonged presence, ensuring that the site sustains civic
relevance beyond heritage consumption.

Design devices for inhabiting memory

The architectural strategy is articulated through three designing devices — volume, line, and surface
— conceived as instruments for franslating the site critical vision into form.

Volume. A new architectural mass is infroduced along the perimeter of the excavation to absorb
the difference in level between the ancient and contemporary city. This volume redefines the
site’s edge while preserving the geometry of the insula. It functions as a thickened threshold: at
the upper level, it extends the pedestrian ground, forming a «stone gardeny; at the lower level, it
accommodates collective facilities aligned with the archaeological datum. Sectional articulation
governs this volume. Gradual transitions replace abrupt descent: a belvedere oriented toward the
bath complex reveals its rotated geometry relative to the urban grid. Archaeological information
is thus communicated through form rather than didactic devices.

Line. An elevated steel walkway, supported by corten frames, enables access to the domus ruins
without contact with fragile remains. The rhythm of the frames reconstructs the lost spatial extent
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Figure 5. The designing devices and the international references.
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Figure 6. A perspective section illustrating how to «inhabit the layers of the city.

of domestic architecture, operating as an interpretative scaffold that measures absence while
preserving fragmentation.

Surface. Where ancient pavements are missing, contemporary planes enable inhabitation without
falsification. Differentfiated textures articulate functional zones and clarify stratigraphic displace-
ment. Interpretation becomes tactile and experiential, understood through movement and pause.
A preliminary operation reintroduces the erased tfrace of an ancient cardo along the western
edge of the domus. The limited uncovering of basalt pavement anchors the intervention within the
logic of the grid. Stairs, water elements, lifts, and service cores ensure accessibility and continuity.
At the archaeological level, the threshold formed by a historic tuff arch becomes an urban gate,
linking hypogeal sequences with public rooms overlooking the ruins. Together, volume, line, and
surface replace the opposition between «cityn and «ruiny with a designing field of relational conti-
nuity. As Yannis Tsiomis (2014) has aptly noted, «if archaeological space is not to become a site of
mass tourist consumption, nor remain an inaccessible excavation — a “hole” in the ground of the
city — it is precisely in the modes of possible continuity between public space and archaeological
space, in the thresholds and limits that distinguish one from the other, that the fate of the contem-
porary city and its oldest parts is at staken.

The case of Carminiello ai Mannesi demonstrates how urban archaeology can operate as a catalyst
for architectural and urban design when addressed through the form of the city. By transforming
archaeology into a fraversable condition through thresholds, routes, and ground articulations, con-
temporary design reintegrates the remains of the past info public space, reuniting urbs and civitas.
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Figure 7. Project plan at the city’'s ground level and project plan at the level of the archaeological excavation.
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Figure 8. A perspective section illustrating how to «inhabity the layers of the city.
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Figure 9. The underground exhibition gallery generated by the rewriting of the archaeological site as a public space.
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