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Welcome to LIEMC4

Welcome to the 4th International Conference on Language, Identity and Education in
Multilingual Contexts (LIEMC4) at the Campus of the University of Cyprus in Nicosia.
This conference has attracted research-active scholars from different institutions around
the world who have keen interests in multilingualism and multilingual education. The
focus of the presentations will broadly be on all aspects and practices of bi-/
multilingual speakers who cross existing social and linguistic boundaries, adopting or
adapting their investigation to new and overlapping linguistic spaces.

LIEMC4 promises to be a very exciting event. The different sections of the conference,
including the plenary keynotes, the thematic panels, and the oral and poster
presentations cover the most salient topics of multilingual research. These are multiple
language acquisition and learning (L3, L4, Lx); psycho- and neurolinguistics of
multilingualism; CLIL and translanguaging; early childhood education and bilingualism;
multilingual education and intercultural competence; language policies, pluriliteracy
and issues of globalisation.

| wish you an inspiring conference and an enriching experience in Cyprus.

The MultiLingNet Community would like to thank the University of Cyprus and Open
University in Cyprus for their hospitality.

On behalf of MultiLingNet, | would like to express our special gratitude to the
Organising Committee for facilitating the organisation of this event.

Prof. Piotr Romanowski, PhD
Founder of MultiLingNet



Welcome to the University of Cyprus

The University of Cyprus and the Open University of Cyprus are honoured and
delighted to host LIEMC4, the fourth in a series of conferences promoting exciting
new approaches to multilingualism, language variation and educational linguistics.
The research presented in the conference reflects the complex links between
language, identities and education; these have been long acknowledged, but many
questions relating to the place of diversity in language pedagogy, and pluri- or
multilingualism, linguistic variation, translanguaging and alternative literacy
practices, are as crucial as ever in the context of (forced) migration and the
emergence of novel learner communities.

Current research in sociolinguistics and educational linguistics, informed by new
epistemologies in the post- or de-colonial period, coupled with social and linguistic
changes brought about by the new realities of globalization and migration, have
changed the way we think not only about language teaching but also about
language as a theoretical construct, leading to more nuanced theoretical
approaches to the dynamic relationship between languages, varieties (or even codes
and modes of representation), but also to ‘'language' as an aggregate of
performances. The conference programme reflects the richness and diversity of the
research presented as well as the meaningful traffic among theoretical assumptions
and premises emerging from the lived realities of diversity, educational inclusion or
exclusion, and the quest for equal and transformative literacy opportunities and
educational and social justice.

We extend our gratitude to our plenary speakers for their epistemological vigilance,
social engagement and educational commitment; for all of the above reasons,
warmest thanks are due to our numerous participants, whose presence will make
LIEMC4 an exciting forum of intellectual exchange. It goes without saying that this
would have been possible without MultiLingNet, whose invaluable contribution is
most gratefully acknowledged.

We would like to welcome you most warmly and wish you a fruitful conference and a
very pleasant stay in this linguistically and culturally diverse island.

LIEMC4 Conference Co-Chairs

Spyros Armostis, University of Cyprus

Elena loannidou, University of Cyprus
Stavroula Tsiplakou, Open University of Cyprus
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Sari Pietikdinen is a Professor of Discourse Studies at
the University of Jyvaskyld, Finland. Her research focuses
on the power of discourse in revaluing natural resources,
in knowledge production, and in the politics of language
and identity. Applying multiple approaches, including
assemblage ontology, nexus analysis, critical discourse
analysis, and ethnography, she has led several
international research projects examining shifts in
language ideologies and identity categories and in
revaluation of Arctic natural resources. In collaboration
with stakeholders, she has developed various knowledge
designs, such as science postcards and art-based
conversation pieces, to engage various audiences in
discussing research findings. She is a co-editor-in-chief
for the Journal of Sociolinguistics.

Simona Montanari is a Professor in the Department of
Child and Family Studies at California State University,
Los Angeles. Her research, primarily funded by the
National Institutes of Health, has focused on different
language domains including speech perception and
production, vocabulary, verbal morphology, narrative
skills, and pragmatics in Spanish-speaking children
growing up bilingually in the United States. Prof.
Montanari is currently a Visiting Professor at Cardiff
Metropolitan University, UK where she investigates
bilingual children's speech sound articulation using
ultrasound technology. In her early career, she was also
involved in the creation of an Italian/English dual
language program in the Glendale Unified School
District (Los Angeles County) and has been studying its
educational outcomes since its launch in 2009. Prof.
Montanari received CSULA prestigious Outstanding
Professor Award in 2021.




Ernesto Macaro is Emeritus Professor of
Applied Linguistics at the University of Oxford
in the Department of Education. Before
becoming a teacher educator and researcher in
language learning he was a language teacher
for 16 years. His research has focused on
second language learning strategies and on the
interaction between teachers and learners. He
now applies these foci to classrooms where
academic content is being taught through
English (English as a medium of Instruction). He
has published widely on these topics.

Stavroula Tsiplakou is Associate Professor of
Linguistics, Dean of the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences and Academic Coordinator of the M.A.
Programme in Greek Linguistics and Literature at the
Open University of Cyprus. She holds a Ph.D. in
Linguistics from the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London.

Prior to her appointment at the Open University of
Cyprus in 2010 she taught at the University of Hull, at
Simon Fraser University and at the University of Cyprus.
Her research areas include pragmatics, sociolinguistics
and educational linguistics. She has published widely
on these areas in international journals. She has co-
authored the national curricula for language in Cyprus
and in Greece, and she has produced digital platforms
for teaching Greek as a second language. She is a
member of Polydromo, an academic and action group
for multilingual education.
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KEYNOTE SPEECHES

Sari Pietikdinen
University of Jyvaskyld, FINLAND

Entanglements Between Dialect, Language and Fish: Arctic Tornio River Assemblage

In this talk, | explore the intricate connections between multilingualism, identity and
ecological systems within the Tornio River basin. The Arctic Tornio River, flowing through
the Finnish and Swedish Arctic region, serves as both a cultural and ecological nexus
where the Sami, Finnish, Meénkieli and Swedish dialects and languages of past, present
and emerging communities intersect with the centuries-old Salmon fishing practices and
modern nation state minority language policies. The river connects the diverse
communities and their languages. At the same time, the climate change, which is four
times faster in the Arctic than elsewhere, challenges traditions and reconfigures the
existing relationships.

Furthermore, | will also discuss how these complex entanglements can be productively
unpacked with the help of assemblage thinking by Deleuze and Guattari (1980/1987, see
also Pietikdinen, forthcoming). Using Tornio River as an example, | explore how
assemblage helps in expanding our focus from essences and layers to connections and
lines and moving beyond binaries towards critical interactions and flows between
material, discursive, and affective. This approach provides, | believe, an insightful way to
engage with the questions related to multilingualism and identities across boundaries and
spaces.

References:

Deleuze, G. & F. Guattari (1980/1987). A thousand plateaus: Capitalism and
schizophrenia. Bloomsbury Academic.

Pietikainen, S. (forthcoming). Cold Rush. A Critical Assemblage Analysis of a heating
Arctic. Palgrave Macmillian.

Simona Montanari
California State University at Los Angeles, USA

Speech and Language Outcomes in Childhood Bilingualism: The Role of Child-Internal
Factors and Sociolinguistic Variables

Both child-internal and external factors affect speech and language outcomes in bilingual
development. Child-internal factors include the child's age, gender, L1 and/or L2
proficiency, and cross-linguistic relatedness among others. Child-external factors include
language input, output and input diversity but also sociolinguistic variables such as
language status, maternal education and maternal cultural orientation among others. This



talk summarizes the research | have conducted in the last two decades with Spanish/
English bilingual preschool children (3- and 4-year-olds) growing up in Los Angeles. In the
communities where these children are growing up, up to 80% of the population may
speak Spanish; yet, this remains a minority language disfavored in the classroom and
within a sociopolitical context that does not support bilingualism nor the maintenance of
the heritage language. Children in this situation often undergo a dramatic transition from
predominant Spanish exposure and use at home to English-only exposure in school and
dominant language shift. My research focuses on speech perception and production as
well on lexical and grammatical skills and language mixing in Spanish and English after
preschool entry, highlighting the role of child-internal and external factors on speech and
language outcomes in childhood bilingualism.

Ernesto Macaro
University of Oxford, UK

Conceptualising the Field of English Medium Instruction Research

There has been a global and rapid expansion of English-taught programmes (English
Medium Instruction — EMI) in universities in non-anglophone countries. This expansion
has been matched by an equally substantial growth in EMI research which has, over more
than a decade, identified a number of important complexities, some of which will be
outlined in this talk. Moreover, there is a continuing debate regarding where and how this
EMI research is situated in the broader academic fields of Applied Linguistics and of
Education. This presentation will therefore also provide comprehensive data of who is
involved in EMI research and its relationship with research in English for Academic
Purposes. It will conclude with a discussion as to the benefits of collaboration between all
the stakeholders involved in EMI.

Stavroula Tsiplakou
Open University of Cyprus, CYPRUS

Harnessing Linguistic Landscapes for Critical Literacy: Lessons from Cyprus

This talk presents the linguistic landscape of the inner city of the divided capital of
Cyprus, Nicosia, and it addresses the question whether linguistic landscapes can be
capitalized on for pedagogical purposes (see, e.g., Shohamy, 2015), and specifically, for
the purpose of honing critical literacy skills. The walls of the inner city of Nicosia are
inscribed with an abundance of texts including political slogans, graffiti, stenciled images,
etc. Previous work (Tsiplakou, 2023; Themistocleous, 2019; 2020) on texts that are
generated "top-down’ and texts generated ‘bottom-up’ (Ben Rafael, 2009) has shown that
the former are written in Standard Greek, the 'H’ variety in the diglossic Greek Cypriot
community (Hadjioannou et al.,, 2011), while in the latter the preferred choice is
translanguaging (Garcia & Wei, 2014; Gorter & Cenoz, 2015) between Standard and
Cypriot Greek, the ‘L' variety, as well as other languages, while ungrammatical structures



and subversion of orthographic conventions are frequent; such linguistic practices go
hand-in-hand with subversive political content (antifascist, anti-nationalist, feminist, queer,
immigrant-friendly, etc.; (cf. Canakis & Kersten-Pejanié¢, 2018). It turns out that critical
literacy can be honed through the examination of linguistic practices outside of the school
curriculum, and that these may reveal a latent linguistic and literacy capital which
traditional school literacy typically ignores.

References

Ben-Rafael, E. (2009). A sociological approach to the study of linguistic landscape. In E.
Shohamy & D. Gorter (eds.) Linguistic Landscape: Expanding the Scenery, 40-54.
Routledge.

Canakis, C. & Kersten-Pejani¢ R. (2018). Spray-canned discourses: reimagining gender,
sexuality, and citizenship through linguistic landscapes in the Balkans. In S. Goll, M.
Mlinari¢ & J. Gold (eds.) Minorities under Attack: Othering and Right-Wing Extremism in
South-east European Societies, 129-159. Harrassowitz.

Garcia, O. & Wei, L. (2014). Translanguaging: Language, Bilingualism and Education.
Palgrave Macmillan.

Gorter, D. & Cenoz, J. (2015). Translanguaging and linguistic landscapes. Linguistic
Landscape, 1(1), 54-74.

Hadjioannou, X., Tsiplakou, S. & Kappler, M. (2011). Language policy and language
planning in Cyprus. Current Issues in Language Planning [CILP Monograph Series], 1-67.
Shohamy, E. (2015). LL research as expanding language and language policy. Linguistic
Landscape, 1(1/2), 152-171.

Themistocleous, C. (2020). Multilingual voices of unification in ‘No man'’s land’: Evidence
from the Linguistic Landscape of Nicosia's UN-controlled buffer zone. Linguistic
Landscape, 6(2), 155-182.

Themistocleous, C. (2019). Conflict and unification in the multilingual landscape of a
divided city: the case of Nicosia's border. Journal of Multilingual and Multicultural
Development, 40(2), 94-114.

Tsiplakou, S. (2023). Conflictual translanguaging in the linguistic landscape of a divided
city. Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict 11. https://doi.org/10.1075/
jlac.00081 .tsi



Journal of Multilingual
Theories and Practices

Editor
Piotr Romanowski University of Warsaw, Poland

Multilingualism is one of the most intensely investigated areas
of applied linguistics today because of academic interest in glo-
palisation and multilingual work environments. The ubiquity of
multilingualism in private and public interaction is unprecedented
worldwide. Multilingualism has become key to communicating
effectively and functioning professionally in a global society.
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Journal of Multilingual Theories and Practices is a peer-reviewed §\ /é
international journal that showcases diverse perspectives and S é
Journal o

methodologies in the research of multilingualism. Studies published
in the journal are motivated theoretically, focused on significant
issues, rigorous in both methods and argumentation. Manuscripts
Multilingual
Theories and
Practices

based on both theoretical and empirical investigations are welcome.
Diligent peer review process ensures that each issue meets
expectations for state-of-the-art, original research that furthers
understanding of its subject.
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Journal of Multilingual Theories and Practices serves a global read-
ership and features investigations conducted by scholars who work
in diverse contexts around the world. Regular features include:
articles, special issues, and book reviews. The journal is published
twice per year. Submissions are accepted in English.
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Call for Papers

The editor invites manuscripts from diverse research and language
communities to provide rich insights into the phenomena of bi- and
multilingualism. The disciplinary spectrum may include linguistics,
applied linguistics, psychology, neuroscience, sociology, and edu-
cation. Topics of interest include early bi-/tri-/multilingualism, bi-/
multilingual language development, education, competencies, lit-
eracy, identity, communities, work environments, later-learned ad-
ditional languages, language maintenance and attrition. For more
information, email the editor: JMTPeditor@equinoxpub.com

_
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About Equinox Publishing
EAST ASIAN COMMUNICATION
Equinox Publishing is an independent academic publisher founded PRAGMATICS Linguistics

in London, UK, in 2003.

We publish journals, textbooks, anthologies, monographs and
reference books for an international audience, clustering mainly .
in the following areas: Stldies

¢ linguistics and communication
¢ archaeology

Human
Sciences

INSTRUCTED

e cultural history SECOND
LANGUAGE

¢ religion, philosophy and ethics ACQUISITION

¢ cookery and culinary history
° popular music

In 2019, we had a backlist of approximately 400 published books. The majority of our book and journals are available both in print and
We are currently publishing around 40 books per year as well as online. Our eBook platform hosts all of our new and backlist books
50 journals. for sale to individual customers and to libraries.

2 issues per year, commencing 2020 ISSN 2632-4490 (print) / ISSN 2632-4504 (online)
e | I I OX For subscription rates and submission guidelines, visit the journal online
U journal.equinoxpub.com/JMTP
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NEW SERIES at Brill
Language
. . . Learning and
Language Learning and Multilingualism Multilingualism

Editor-in-Chief: Piotr Romanowski, University of Warsaw,
Poland

Associate Editors: Louisa Willoughby, Monash University,
Australia, and Catherine Chua, University of Calgary,
Canada

Multilingualism is a complex phenomenon that can be
studied from different perspectives in disciplines such as
linguistics, psycholinguistics, sociolinguistics and
education. The investigation of its manifold forms and ISSN: 2772-6401
language learning is an important field of research in

applied linguistics. As multilingualism and linguistic

diversity are perceived as increasingly advantageous

globally, official policies emerge that aim to implement Subject Areas
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