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Professor A. Toynbee on Constantinople. International Control of the Straits, in «The 

Manchester Guardian», Thursday, February 26, 1920, p. 11. A newspaper account of a lecture 

given by Toynbee on Wednesday 25 at King’s College, London. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* A Bibliography of Arnold J. Toynbee, compiled by S. Fiona Morton, with a Foreword by Veronica M. 

Toynbee, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1980. 
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PROFESSOR A. TOYNBEE ON CONSTANTINOPLE.  

INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OF THE STRAITS 

 

 

    Professor Arnold Toynbee, speaking at King’s College, London, yesterday afternoon on 

the question of Constantinople, urged that the absolute security of the Straits under 

international control was a necessary preliminary to the post-war reconstruction of Eastern 

Europe and Russia. It was now British policy, he said, to open up trade as much as possible 

with Russia, and for this purpose it was necessary to have a free outlet through the Straits. 

This seaway would be still more important to the new countries which had arisen through 

the splitting up of Austria-Hungary, and the imminent solution of the Adriatic problem 

meant that the Danube would be the most convenient trade outlet, rather than the ports of 

Fiume and Trieste. Therefore, half Europe would depend on the Bosphorus for its economic 

revival. Even if in Constantinople the ancient city of Stamboul  were left to the Turks, it was 

imperative, said Professor Toynbee, that the shores of the Bosphorus should be taken from 

them and handled over to the League of Nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


