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Il Progetto “Ecoturismo urbano per la fruizione sostenibile dei Beni Culturali in Campania”, in
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possano rappresentare una svolta tecnologica e culturale all’approccio innovativo per lo
Sviluppo sostenibile in aree ad altissima vocazione turistica.
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Peer review

Conference report

Scholars has been invited to submit researches on theore-
tical and methodological aspects related to Heritage and
Technology, and show real applications and experiences
carried out on this themes.

Based on blind peer review, abstracts has been accepted,
conditionally accepted, or rejected.

Authors of accepted and conditionally accepted papers has
been invited to submit full papers. These has been again
peer-reviewed and selected for the oral session and publi-
cation, or only for the publication in the conference procee-
dings.

357 abstracts received from:

Albania, Argentina, Australia, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria,
Canada, Croatia, Egypt, France, Greece, Iraq, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Latvia, Malta, Mexico, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, P.R. China, Russia, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey,
United Kingdom, USA.

More than 500 authors involved.

291 papers published.
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Abstract

This paper presents a section of a wider research project [1], which deals with the enhancement of cultural
heritage, also by means of Information and Communication Technologies. The focus is about the potential of
architectural and urban design as a tool when pursuing this aim.

Since the layering of different elements and relationships has been producing a remarkable richness in the
city, particularly in Italy, architectural design is meant as a lively part of this, slow though never ending,
ongoing stratification. Architectural design adds a new layer to the pre-existing ones and, through the
creation of urban spaces, aims to provide a larger awareness in the fruition of the city.

The case study, the area where the Eremitani Church lies in Padua, is heavily layered: around the Roman
amphitheater the heritage of several centuries is found in the Scrovegni Chapel, the Eremitani Church, the
city walls and the canals, which have been changing in terms of uses, meanings, spatial configurations and
mutual relationships over the centuries.

The design of renewed spaces inherits its formal fundaments from the above-mentioned relationships, uses
and meanings, the existing as well as the newly produced ones. The architectural project is conceived to
produce a Self Explaining City, where educational and exhibition needs are merged, without transforming the
city into a museum, and without subordinating architectural form and space to the smartness of technological
exhibitionism.

Keywords: cultural heritage, urban space, exhibition, CLT timber, form/matter
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Fig. 1: Self Explaining City, concept. Architectural and urban design as a further layer across the multi-layered city.
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Fig. 2: Self Explaining City. The hypertext-paths across city, architecture, art.
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Fig. 3: The Eremitani’s fagade seen from the garden. Merging public space design and cultural heritage preservation.
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2. Cultural heritage as urban space (R.S.)

The use of cultural heritage and its so-called enhancement involve the exhibition and the explaining of
cultural objects to the public. While the massive flux of visitors in the cultural sites proves that the needs of
physical accessibility are satisfied, it is not the same for the comprehension of the works of art. This situation
is due to the gap existing between the code and the context of visitors and of works of art. Since the work of
art is a sign finalized to communicate, it is necessary to bridge this gap to allow the communication [11]. For
these purpose several communication techniques and technologies exist. In the wide discipline of Public
Archaeology, for example, there are some activities finalized to generate a sense of belonging toward
archaeological ruins, which are based on the recovery of cultural recognizable layers existing between the
public and the exhibited objects. Some tools, like Information and Communications Technologies (I.C.T.), are
potentially unlimited about communicative possibilities, although they can be inadequate if their
communicative contents are not well designed or are not designed by an expert in this field [11]. Furthermore
they do not always provide the cheapest solution for the same communicative result. Another important wat
to use and communicate cultural heritage is the design of the spaces in which artworks are exhibited. In fact,
in order to contribute to bridge the gap between the visitor and the artwork, the spaces must be enough wide
to allow telling a story about the exhibited objects or to show the context in which the objects were
generated. The issues about the use of cultural heritage, which are often dealt with according to a small
scale design — the design of a museum or of its showrooms — concern also the urban scale. The layering of
a great deal of elements occurred in the long run has produced a stratified city where the elements of several

Fig. 4: The space-time machine stops and stares at the fresco remains on the northern wall of the Eremitani church.
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layers have interweaved relationships of shape, use and meaning, when they have not been obliterated by
other natural or artificial layers and it often happens that several layers are excavated, unveiling new
findings, which need to recover their relationships with the context. The frequency of similar cases and the
width of the affected areas brings to think about the possibility of creating a sort of open scattered museum,
where the city becomes the exhibited object and, when it is possible, the mobile findings can be preserved in
situ.

The here presented architectural project, which is a part of a wider research project of University of Padova
[1], shows the application of these concerns onto the case study of the Eremitani area in Padua with a focus
on the Eremitani Church, where Andrea Mantegna’s frescoes are kept in the Ovetari Chapel. The Eremitani
Church, the Roman arena with its archaeological site, the Scrovegni Chapel, where Giotto’s frescoes are
kept, the walls of the city, and the canals, are a remarkable example of layering as a result of several events
that affected and profoundly transformed the area [12] [13].

The Church, dedicated to the Saints Philip and James, was built by the Eremitani monks of St. Augustin,
during the second half of XIllII century. The building has only one very long nave and at the beginning it had a
rectangular plan. In the long run many chapels were built along the south side of the church and, in 1306, a
monk, Giovanni of the Eremitani, built the curved wooden roof and likely the stone cladding of the facade.
The Ovetari Chapel, instead, was built in the middle of XIV century. Other buildings, which lay along the
north-west side of the church, were a section of the religious complex that linked the church to the Roman
arena. This, instead, was used as a garden of the Dalesmanini Palace, which was destroyed between XVIII
and XIX centuries, and of the Scrovegni Chapel. Two cloisters lie beside the north side of the church and are
currently the abode of the Musei Civici. After the bombing in March 1944 the church and the cloisters were
interested by several works of demolition led by the Genio Militare and other ones of re-building in which
Franco Albini’s atelier was also involved [14]. All these changes have produced the present condition of the
intervention area: a metallic fence separates the cloisters from the church and from the Eremitani square; a
garden, where some archaeological findings and contemporary sculptures lie, separates the Roman arena
from the cloisters. For the absence of the Dalesmanini Palace and for the presence of the archaeological
site, the arena appears detached from the urban context.

As a preliminary action to the architectural project, the area was described as a combination of those layers
that are considered fundamental or mostly significant: water, walls, green spaces, the historical buildings that

Fig. 5: The space-time machine through physical, virtual, immersive, and augmented, reality in the Ovetari Chapel.
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shaped the urban space (Roman arena, Scrovegni Chapel, Eremitani complex, Medieval houses in via
Porciglia). On this basis the project consists of a series of paths arranged as if they were the structure of a
text in which the user can freely choose to proceed along the main thread of the narrative or to analyse a
theme of interest for them. The main text of this “experiential tale”, the north-south path, lies on the area
between the religious complex and the arena, shows a section of the history of the place since it develops
across the most representative elements of the different layers. A series of paths, which are roughly
orthogonal to the main path, link together some other elements, highlighting the previously individuated
relationships concerning shapes, materials, uses, and meanings, which can be existing, have existed in the
past or be introduced by the project. These secondary paths work as hypertexts, which allows the visitor to
explore some themes of interest. From north to south, the first hypertext takes place along the city walls
paths, the second one links the archaeological site near the Roman arena to the Scrovegni Chapel (in the
past they were parts of the same complex of buildings), the third one links the archaeological findings lying in
the cloister to the wall of the Roman arena. Finally the fourth hypertext links the church to the Roman arena
and to the Eremitani square. The hypertexts are composed by a set of fragments roughly aligned along a
direction and are able to create urban spaces, while they allow the possibility to accommodate the exhibition
needs. The design of renewed spaces inherits its formal fundamentals from the site rather than from
exhibitive technologies, which remain only one of the possible uses of architectural artefacts. So the duration
of the architectural project exceeds the exhibition technologies one and the project is set free from the so-
called smart design which, on the contrary, hides the ghost of obsolescence and of debris [10]. The
fragments of hypertexts become portals that frame sections of urban landscape, benches, or just units to
measure the surrounding space. The new designed layer permeates the area like an interference [15]
looking like the work of Armand Grintuch and Almut Ernst at the German pavilion for the “Biennale” of
architecture in 2006 or some artworks of Krijn de Koning, where some elements of the composition give new
views of the architecture. In particular the path passing through the Eremitani Church, which is the focus of
the present work, is shaped like a bending-warping stripe that pursues the above-mentioned aims. It
becomes a mark on the floor outside Ovetari Chapel, and then it becomes the track of the former framezzo
in front of the presbytery, an opening of whose still survives in the north wall of the church. The stripe
continues its path in the nave declaring his contemporary through its shape and its red surface and becomes
a confessional, then a frame for the fresco traces (which are nowadays unnoticed) on the north wall, and it
finally becomes a section of the entrance structure. Outside the church, the stripe becomes a portal framing
the entrance of the church, on whose surface drawings and captions can be applied. Then it replaces the
existing metal fences, becoming the entrance of Musei Civici, a bench, a tool to measure the height of the
Roman arena and finally it leads into the arena gardens.

This design concept has got the potential to be replicated and reshaped indeterminately to absorb new
sections of the city into the tale-paths. This type of design aiming to the self-expression of the city, without
transforming the city into a museum, can be applied to other similar cases where the model of the park —
physically limited and which is often the result of the failure of the territory protection policy [16] — is replaced
by the model of Self Explaining City: the city which explains itself highlighting the relationships between its
sections. This can be a design strategy that replaces the passive method of the restriction (of building, of
uses, and so on) with the dynamic method of the use and of the transformation of the spaces considering an
osmotic and never ending relationship between nowadays and the past.
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Fig. 6: Building scattered microcosms by means of the timber MODULO.
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